Examples of Mands for Information

What

The teacher will bring in a paper bag with things the child likes inside the bag (i.e. little toys, gummies, books).

The teacher will look in the bag and say, “WOW, look at this” while keeping the bag closed. 

Prompt the child to say, "What is it?" or "What is in there?”

Teacher then removes item from the bag and says it is a book and delivers the book to the child.

Teacher presents a field of three or more cards and objects both mastered and target items.  

Present SD "Tell me what is on the table", 

When the child pauses on the unknown item, prompt him to say, “What is it?” 

Teacher will tact item and give reinforcement. 

The teacher presents the child with objects that are mastered tacts.  Once the child tacts a couple of items, the teacher turns the movie on.   During a subsequent trial, the teacher presents an item that the child cannot tact.  Once the teacher sees that the child cannot tact the item, prompt the child to say “What” (or “what is that?”).  Once the child echoes, tell them the name of the item and then turn the movie back on.

Say something to the child in a very low or muffled voice.  When the child looks at you as if they didn’t understand what you said, prompt them to mand, “What did you say?”  Once they mand, tell them “I said, I have an M&M for you” and then give them the M&M (or other favorite treat, toy or item).  (Lauren, Howell, NJ).

Teacher says "I have a surprise for you".

Prompt "What?”  “What is it?" or "what do you have?".

Tell the child what it is while you deliver item.

Teacher shows the child an Easter egg and shakes it so that the child can hear something is inside.  Prompt the child to ask, “What’s inside”.  Then tell them what is in there and open it up so they can have it. (Example provided by Debbie- Brick, NJ)

Teacher says, "I want to play".

Prompt, "what do you want to play?” 

Teacher says "reinforcing game or toy"

Place one of the child’s favorite CD’s into a CD player that has headphones attached.  Place the headphones on your head and say, “Wow!  I love this song!”  If the child appears interested, prompt them to mand, “What are you listening to?” or “What?”  Once they mand, tell them the name of the CD or song and allow them to listen.  (Amy, Collegeville, PA).

Hide a piece of candy in your hand and without allowing the child to see what kind of candy you have, pop it in your mouth and say, “Wow this tastes so good!”  If the child appears interested, prompt the mand, “What is it?”  Once they mand, tell them what kind of candy it was and offer them a piece. (Amy, Collegeville, PA).

Give the child a walkie talkie and in a muffled voice say something. When the child looks at you as if they did not understand, prompt “What did you say?”. The therapist should then say something such as “I said Let’s go outside” or something reinforcing.

Have a parent bring in 2-3 brown paper grocery bags as if they just went to the grocery store and say to the child I got you a surprise at the store. Prompt the child to say What is it or what did you buy me?

Where

Present the child with a closed box with that has a reinforcer (candy works best) in it and say, "This is for you". 

Present the box two times with the reinforcer in it.  On the third time the box will be empty.

Prompt  “Where?” or "Where is my candy?”

Give the child the information that leads to the location of the candy “it’s under your chair”.

Give the child a puzzle or a game with a missing piece.  Prompt the child to say Where is the puzzle piece?

While doing an activity the teacher will abruptly end the activity with no warning and say, "come on".

The teacher should prompt, "Where are we going?”  The teacher will then say to play on the computer or any item that is more reinforcing then the item they are leaving 

The teacher should say, "get the ____" or "give me the ______", requiring the child to find an item necessary for a reinforcing task (e.g. "go get your shoes so we can go outside") 

Order a Happy Meal from McDonalds and take the French fries out of the container (do not allow the child to see you do this).  When the child opens the Meal, they will notice the fries are missing and that the empty fry container is present.  Once they notice, prompt them to mand “Where are my fries?”  Once they mand, give them the information that leads to the French fries (Example: They are in my bag, here you go.). (Mayda, NC).

Remove all of the child’s videos from the video cabinet.  Tell the child that he can go watch a movie.  When he goes to the cabinet to get the movie he wants to watch, he will open the closet and the movies will be gone.  Once you see he has an EO for the information, prompt him to mand, “Where are my movies”.  As soon as the child mands, give him the information that leads to the location where he can find the movies.

When it is time to leave for school, hide the child’s back pack so that it is no longer in the place they typically find it.  When they go to get the back pack and notice it is missing, prompt “Where is my back pack?”  Then give them the information that leads to the backpack (Barbara, NJ).

Give the child a toy with multiple pieces (puzzles, Mr. Potato head, etc).  Give the child all the pieces except one.  When he starts to look for that piece prompt, Where is the (item name)?

For children who have a EO for letters or spelling, give them the letters to spell a word leaving out a letter.  When they come to that letter, prompt them to ask “Where is (letter name)?

Take the child’s trains out of their toy chest (or location they are normally kept).  When child opens the toy chest (as soon as they see it is empty), prompt them to ask “where are my trains”.  Once they take your prompt, give them the information that leads to the location of the trains (“they are in the closet”).

Have the child come to sit to engage in a fun activity with you at a table, but have no chair for him.

Prompt, "Where is my chair?" 

Have the child sitting and suddenly get up and say, "I'll be right back".

Prompt "Where are you going?"

Teacher should say “to get a gummy (or other reinforcing item) for you”.

Give the child a bowl of cereal or ice cream with no spoon.  When they go to the drawer to get a spoon, make sure there are no spoons in the drawer.  Once they see no spoons are present, prompt “Where are the spoons”   Give them the information that leads to a spoon. (Jennifer, MD).

Teacher will deliver lunch with no utensils.

Prompt "Where is my spoon?" or "Where is my fork?"

(added note: If the child does not care about the presence of the utensil and would eat with their fingers, they will not have an EO for the utensil so this would not be a good example for them).

Teacher will present crafts with one necessary item missing 

(i.e. glue) and say "Okay put some glue on it". 

Prompt, "Where is the glue?"

Have the child come to the table for preferred activity (e.g. Lego’s but have

only one piece on the table). 

Prompt, "Where are the rest?”

Hide the child’s computer game CD roms in file different file folders and when they are looking for them, prompt “Where are my games?”  When they mand, give them the information that leads to the games (in the first file folder).

Present the child with the case to their favorite CD rom computer game.  When they open the case, the CD rom will be missing.  Once they notice it is gone, prompt them to mand “Where is my game?”  Give them the information that leads to the game. (Amy, Collegeville, PA).

While engaging in a craft activity, hide the child’s markers or scissors.  At the point they need the item and begin looking for it with no success, prompt them to mand, “Where are my…”  Once they mand, provide them with the information that leads to the item.  (Example provided by Jenna from Bermuda)

During lunch time at school, give the child their lunch box with no lunch in it.  When they open the box and see there is no lunch, prompt “Where is my lunch”.  Once the child mands, give them the information that leads to the lunch box. (Lauren, Howell, NJ).

Hide a toy for the child and say I bought you something at the store. Prompt the child to say Where is it?

Have an Easter egg hunt with the child. Once they find all the visible eggs, then them there are more to find. When they start to look around for them, prompt them to ask Where is it?

For children who like to cook, tell the child to get one of the ingredients.  Have that item not in its usual place. When the child goes to get that item, prompt him to say Where is the _____?

Tell the child they can watch TV and hand them a remote that does not have batteries in it. Tell the child to place play. When it does not work, remove the cover off the remote and show the child that the batteries are missing.  Prompt the child to say where are the batteries?

Why

Teacher will put a chair on the table while the child is engaged in another activity.  Then tell the child “Let’s go sit down.”

When the child returns to the table the teacher should prompt "Why is the chair there?"

Teacher can answer with something like “I was cleaning the floor and look what I found under your chair” while handing the child a reinforcer.

While engaged in an activity with the child, suddenly stand up and put on your coat and hat.  When the child looks at you as if they are wondering what you are doing, prompt them to ask, “Why did you put your coat and hat on?”  Once they mand, tell them “because we are going to the park to play” (or other fun location).  Added note: In the summer, you can put on your hat and sunglasses.

Teacher says, "I am going outside to play".

Prompt  "Why can't I go?"

Teacher should say, "You can, follow me!”     

In the middle of an activity, stop playing and tell the child to go wash their hands.  Prompt the child to mand, “Why”?  Once they mand, tell them it is because you are about to eat a favorite snack. (Amy, Collegeville, PA)

At mealtime the teacher should put a NON-food item on the child’s plate

and give the plate the to the child.

Prompt the child to say, "Why did you do that?"

Teacher should act as if they got it mixed up and present the child with

the correct plate.

Tell the child it is time to watch their favorite movie.  Take the movie out of the case, walk in the kitchen and place it in the freezer (or other odd place to put a video).  When the child mands “Why did you do that?”  Tell them that you forgot what you were doing and you meant to grab ice cream for the child to eat while they watch the movie (or other favorite item).  (Christina, York, PA).

Have the mother walk by the child’s room walking on her hands (or wearing shoes on her hands).  As long as the child notices and is looking at the mother as if they are aware of the abnormal behavior, prompt the child to say, “Why are you doing that?”  Once the child mands, tell them that you are having fun and invite them to join you in being silly. (Example provided by Jenna from Bermuda)
While the child is doing a reinforcing activity (e.g. watching TV) the teacher will remove the activity with no warning.

Prompt "Why did you do that?" or "Why did you turn it off?"

Teacher should say, “So we can go to the playground”. 

(Remember that the teacher must pick an activity that is MORE reinforcing

for the child than what he was just doing)

Give the child a key but do not tell them what it is for.  When the child looks puzzled, prompt them to mand, “Why did you give me this?”  Then tell them that it opens a box that has a surprise in it and give them the box to open. (Alissa, NJ).

Change things in the house (ex. hang Pooh Bear from the ceiling fan) and prompt “Why is Pooh Bear there?”

While preparing ice cream, have the cone present, however place a scoop of ice cream directly onto the table in front of the child instead of on the cone.  Once the child mands, you can tell them that you changed your mind and have a better flavor (one that they like even better than the one you placed on the table) and bring out the good kind (Mayda, NC).

While the child is in the bathtub taking a bath, turn off the lights in the bathroom.  When the child notices that the lights are off, prompt them to mand, “Why are the lights off”.  Once they mand, you can tell them something like “Oh, because I wanted to show you my glow in the dark bath toys” (or something else that will be reinforcing to the child).  (Mayda, NC).

Take the child’s batteries out of a toy that they typically play with.  When they push the buttons and the toy does not work, prompt “Why doesn’t it work?”  Tell them, “Oh, it needs new batteries” and give them some batteries to put in. (Alisa, Bridgewater, NJ)

How

Place an item that the child shows an EO for in a container that he does not know how to open.  Be sure that the child would physically be able to open the container if someone showed him how (otherwise the proper mand would be “help me” or “open it”).  Give the child the container with the item in it and tell him he can have the item.  As soon as the child begins attempting to open the container, prompt him to say “How do you open it?”  As soon as he echoes your prompt, tell him how to open it (but do not open it yourself).  Then give the container back to the child so that he can open it himself.  

For children who have an EO to spell, tell the child to spell a word.  When they start to write it, prompt how do you spell it?

Tell the child it is time to go outside and then take them to a door that is locked.  Prompt him to ask how do you open the door?

Give the child batteries to make their toy work properly.  When they cannot successfully figure out how to put the batteries in the toy, prompt “How do you do it?”  Show them how to do it and allow the child to do it themselves. 

Give the child a seed and some dirt and tell them to plant it.  When the child looks puzzled or tries unsuccessfully, show them how to do it and then allow them to plant a seed themselves.  (Alisa, Bridgewater, NJ).

Teacher has a race car that races forward when you pull it back toward you.  Teacher pulls the race car back and does not allow the child to see her do so.  Then the teacher puts the car in front of the child and lets it race forward so that the child sees it go.  The teacher then places the race car in front of the child and allows them to attempt to make it race forward.  When the child’s attempts are unsuccessful, the teacher prompts the child to say, “How do you make it go?”  Once the child mands, the teacher shows the child how to pull it back and then allows the child to be the one to pull it make and make the car race forward. (Example provided by Jennifer from Brick, NJ)

Teacher will say, “Lets go outside and play” and take child to a locked door and say, “Okay XXX open the door, lets go".

The teacher will prompt "How do I open the door?" when you see the child seems puzzled as to how to open the door.

Teacher will say "oh, like this” while using a key.  Then give the key to the child so that they can open it themselves.

While playing with identical transformer toys, take your and transform it into a different object.  Do not allow the child to watch you do it.  Then show the child what you did.  When they pick up their transformer and unsuccessfully attempt to “transform” it, prompt them to mand “How did you do that?”  Once they mand, show them how to do it and then allow them to do it themselves. (Example provided by Debbie from Brick, NJ)

When an EO is present for pop corn, give the child the bag (prior to popping it) and tell them they can make it.  Wait for the child to notice and prompt, “How” or “How do I pop it?”  Once they mand, you can show them how to put it in the microwave and press the button to start it.  (Make sure you allow the child to put it in the microwave and press the button themselves after you show them how to do it).  (Mayda, NC).
Give the child a pencil with no point and tell them to sharpen it.  When they attempt to use the sharpener unsuccessfully, prompt “how”.  Then show them how to do it and make sure you allow the child to sharpen the pencil themselves. (Barbara, NJ).

Turn on a wind up toy that the child likes.  When the toy stops and the child tries unsuccessfully to make it move again, prompt “How do you do it?”  Then show them the button they have to push or twist and allow them to do it. (Amy, York, PA)

While coloring or drawing with the child, draw your picture on carbon paper so that you end up with several copies.  If the child looks interested and wants to do the same, prompt, “How did you do that?”  Show them how to do it and allow them to color on the carbon paper themselves (Lizzie, Northwales, PA)

Teacher will present the child with task e.g. (Lego’s, train set, wooden log builders) and say, “Let’s make a bulldozer.”

Prompt, "How do I build a bulldozer?" or “How do I build that?”

Teacher will respond, "Oh here, let me show you". 

(Remember to always select an activity that the child would be capable of doing themselves if showed how to, as well as an activity the child would want to participate in the completion of.  Be careful not to teach the mand for “How” when the mand for “help me” would be more appropriate.)

Take a toy safe that only requires one or two buttons to be pushed in order to open it.  Place an item that is very valuable to the child in the safe and allow them to see you put it in there.  Give the child the safe so that they can get the item.  When they are unsuccessful at opening the safe, prompt “How do I open it?”  Then show them which buttons to push and allow the child to push the buttons and open it themselves. (Lacy, Atlantic Highlands, NJ).

Play with a toy that the child does not know how to operate.  Make the toy 

do something (such a play music). 

Prompt the child to ask, “How did you do that?” 

The reinforcer is showing them how to do it, and then allowing them to do it themselves now that they know how. 

Give the child the ingredients to bake cookies or similar item.  Tell him to bake the cookies but give no directions as to how to do this.  When the child looks at the ingredients, prompt him to ask “How”?  The response to this mand should be immediately showing him how to perform the first step, and then allowing the child to do it himself. (This example will also be effective with art activities)

Take a small lamp that has an on/off switch on the cord and place the lamp on a table.  Hide the cord to the lamp so that the on/off switch cannot be seen by the child.  Reach your hand out and place it over the lamp.  As soon as your hand reaches the top of the lamp, turn the lamp on.  As long as your hand stays over the lamp, the light should remain on.  As soon as you take your hand off of the lamp, turn the light off.  Do not let the child see that the on/off switch is controlling the lamp.  Tell the child that it is his turn to make the lamp turn on.  When the child places his hand over the lamp, do not turn the light on.  As soon as the child appears to be trying to turn on the lamp (shows the EO by waving his hands over the lamp), prompt him to ask you, “How do you do it?”  Once he asks you, show him the switch and let him turn the lamp on himself.  (example provided by Cindy, Chicago, IL)

Fill two balloons up with air and tie them shut.  Poke a pin hole in one of the balloons but do not let the child see you do this.  Show the child your balloon and let him watch you let go of the balloon to make it fly around the room.  Give the second balloon to the child and tell him to make his balloon fly.  When the child lets go of his balloon it will fall to the floor and will still be inflated.  If he picks the balloon up again and tries to make it fly (shows an EO for the balloon flying), prompt him to ask you, “How do you do it?”  When he mands “How”, tell him that you have to poke a hole in it first.  Then give him the pin to poke the hole and let him make the balloon fly around the room.  

Which

Teacher will set up a situation where two similar reinforcers are on the table and say, "Give me a gummy” (one is red and one is blue)

Prompt "Which gummy?" 

Teacher says “the red one”.

The student should hand the red one to the teacher and the teacher should give other item to the child.

Teacher should put a reinforcer in their hand and switch it back and forth, hiding the location.

With hands extended out prompt the child to ask you…"Which hand?”

Say “This one” while showing them the hand you hid it in,  and then deliver the reinforcer from your hand to the child.

Place a preferred item in a box that is not see thru.  Have 2-3 different boxes on the table.  Tell the child:  there is something in a box for you. Then prompt him to ask, “Which box is it in?” Run this across many containers; boxes, baskets, bags

Teacher will put out 3 containers that are the same and will place a reinforcing item under one of them (similar to the shell game).  Show the child that the item is under one container and then move the containers around so that the child doesn’t know which one of the containers is hiding the item.  

Prompt the child to ask, “Which one is it under?”

Teacher should offer the child 2 cookies and say, “You can only have one”. Prompt “Which one can I have?”

While playing with the train set, place an engine in the tunnel and do not allow the child to see which one is in there.  Tell the child, “one of the engines is coming through the tunnel”  Prompt the child to mand, “Which one?”  Once they mand, tell them which engine it is and then make them go through the tunnel and give the engine to the child. (Julianna, VA).
Tell the child, while in a room with many doors, there is something behind that door for you. Prompt Which door?

Give the child a toy, such a Mr. Potato head, and have pieces that would fit in big potato and little potato heads.  Prompt the child to ask “which one fits?”

WHO

Have three people in the room and say "Someone has a gummy for

you" (or other desired item).

Prompt "Who?” or  "Who does?"

Then give the name of the person and child walks to person and gets reinforcer.

Teacher pauses the child’s favorite video on the screen so that many of the child’s favorite characters are visible.  Teacher asks the child to tell them the names of the characters.  When the child points to a character they do not know the name of, the teacher prompts the child to say, “Who is that?”  The teacher then tells them the name of the character and turns the video back on. (Example provided by Charlene, Brick, NJ)

Teacher presents pictures of known people e.g. mom, dad, grandparents and unknown professionals. 

The teacher holds up the picture to the child.  If the child has an EO to know who the person is in the picture, 

Prompt "Who is that?" and then tell the child who it is.

Using toys that are reinforcing to the child, the teacher will hide a toy character that the child has an EO for (ex. Buzz Light-year or pooh bear) behind a barrier and say "Guess who is behind here".

Prompt "Who?".

Show the item and say it is “Buzz Light-Year” and let the child have it.

Hide a piece of a toy and when the child ask Where is it?, then say someone one has it and then prompt Who has it?

Say someone is coming over to see you and prompt Who is it?, then say who it is and they should bring a reinforcer with them.

Say someone has a toy for you and prompt Who has it?

Show the child pictures of people both known and unknown.  Have him tact the known people then when he comes to an unknown person, prompt Who is that?

While the child is watching TV, have someone else turn of the TV with the remote. Prompt the child to say Who did that?

When
Place highly desired item on the table when the child mands for it, the teacher should say "Not right now" and prompt "When can I have it?".

Teacher says "After you do _____". 

Child does the activity and then gets the item

Give a peer a desired reinforcer and prompt "When can I have it?" or "When is it my turn?"

The teacher should say "After ____ is done with it".

Prompt peer to put it down (Reinforce peer for doing so) and 

teacher tells child "Now you can have it".

Place an empty bag of a highly preferred food on the table setting.  Do not talk about the item, however have it sitting on the table while doing something in this setting with the child.  When the child starts looking at the empty bag, prompt him to ask, “When can we get more ____?”  Once the child echoes your prompt, tell him “After you _____” (The activity that the child should have to engage in prior to the manded activity should require only a short duration in time.  This will ensure that the future frequency of “When” questions increases).  

Tell the child that you are going to take them for a fun ride in the wagon.  Then pick up a book and begin reading it.  When the child looks at you as if they want to go on a wagon ride, prompt “When can we go?”  Once they mand, tell them “As soon as you put your shoes on”.  (Example provided by Charlene, Brick, NJ)

Bake cookies with the child and when the batter is ready, place it on the tray in the oven.  When you see the child looking into the oven at the cookies, prompt him to ask “When will they be ready?”  As soon as the child echoes your prompt, tell him the amount of time that the cookies have to bake for.  (When first teaching this skill, you may want to teach this when there are only a few seconds left for the child to wait.  You may also want to respond to the mand for “when” with “After you do _____” (This activity should be an activity that the child enjoys. Try to time the activity so that it is completed right at the time the cookies are finished baking).

Alternative example for example above:  Wait until the cookies are finished baking and take them out of the oven.  Sit them on the counter and do not draw any attention to the cookies.  When you notice that the child is looking at the cookies as if he is wanting one, prompt to ask “When can I have a cookie?”  Tell him, “After they cool for one more minute”.  As soon as the one minute is up, tell the child that he can have a cookie.

Bring photos of the child engaging in a fun activity or at a fun location (ex. McDonalds, the pet store, a friend’s home).  While the child is looking at the pictures, prompt him to ask “When can we go back to the ______?”  The answer should be something that indicates a very short duration of time passing.

Child sees you packing their bag for the pool.  Prompt, “When are we going to the pool?”  Tell the child, “after you put your shoes on”. (Amy, York, PA).

Before a visit from “out of town” family, look at pictures of their last visit with the child (as long as the child had an enjoyable time).  Prompt the child to mand, “When is Grandpa coming again?”  Then tell them, “Tomorrow” or “Right now!  Let’s go pick them up from the airport!” (Amy, York, PA)

